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April 17, 2014     John 15:1–5   

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2 

He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 

while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
3 
You are already 

clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 
4 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can 

bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
5 

“I 

am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing. 

 

From Garden to Glory: The Garden Vine 

 

I.  The vine is a simple picture of intimate life 

 

What a simple picture that Jesus draws for us with His words.  He doesn’t draw a picture of soldiers fighting in 

battle or Satan falling like lightning from the sky; not even of a mighty oak tree beaming forth from the ground; 

but that of a mere vine growing from the ground with a few branches growing from it; bearing fruit; with a 

gardener picking the fruit from it for His own enjoyment.  It’s a simple and a boring picture in the eyes of 

humanity.  But I hope and pray that as we look at it together you will see the beauty in its simplicity. 

 

Where do we fit in the picture?  We are the branches who are connected to the vine - who is Jesus - and we are 

to draw our nourishment from Him and through Him.  We can’t grow any other way.  We’ve been grafted there 

by God the Father and we are being cultivated to bear fruit for the Father to pick from us and enjoy.  We have 

no power in this picture.  We have no tree of our own.  We don’t eat the fruit of the labor; the gardener does.  

We are completely helpless to stop the gardener from pruning us.  Yet we do have a warning if we refuse to 

bear fruit; He will cut us off.  

 

Some might say, “I’d rather be a mighty oak tree.  I want to produce bigger and better fruits; perhaps an apple 

or a pomegranate or a banana; but not a tiny fruit like the grape.  Oh, and I want to be able to enjoy the fruit of 

my own labors.”  But Jesus says, “No.”  God hasn’t created us to be self sustaining or even self serving.  We’ve 

always been made for Him and to Him so that all we do is through Him.  We’re made to be magnets, attracting 

everything to Him and doing everything to His glory.   

 

This is true of all creation.  God never made the universe to be self sustaining.  He always designed it so that 

His power and majesty would flow through it; it was built to be dependent on Him and flow back to Him; to 

show people His glory.  Think of what Paul said to the men of Athens,  
26 

From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 

determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 
27 

God did this so 

that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from 

each one of us.  (Acts 17) 

 

So it shouldn’t surprise us that when we are brought to believe in Christ, this union becomes so much more 

intimate and personal.  Jesus said, Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  God doesn’t choose to just cheer 

us on from the stands or coach us from the sidelines.  He chooses to enter us and work through us and in us in a 

very personal way; sinful and scarred as we are.  Baptism is the first evidence of it, when Peter says that we 
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receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, who enters us invisibly through the waters poured over us.  He moves into 

our souls and we start thinking differently; about who Jesus is and what He has done for us.  We contemplate 

where we came from, what our purpose is, and where we are headed through the Word.  Paul also told the 

Galatians that those who are baptized into Christ are baptized into His death.   It is as if the death of Christ is 

being poured all over us and we are being put to death with Christ in God’s sight.  This is no mere ritual here.  

God is pouring Himself on us and into us.  When Jesus said to remain in me, he wasn’t just talking 

philosophically.  He was talking reality. 

 

Think also then of the Lord’s Supper that was instituted on Maundy Thursday.  When Jesus was about to be 

betrayed and die on the cross, He instituted this special Supper for His disciples to remember Him until 

Judgment Day.  What did He say to them?  “Take.  Eat.  This is my body.  Drink from it.  All of you.  This 

cup is the new covenant IN MY BLOOD, poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  You can’t get 

any more intimate than that.  We are called on by Jesus to eat and drink His very body and blood!  He wants to 

keep on giving us the very items that He used to redeem us with; His body and blood.  In modern folklore the 

vampire sucks the blood of his victim in order to drain their life from them and ban them to a life of darkness.  

But in Biblical theology Jesus poured out His body and blood for us, and He wants to give us His body and 

blood to keep putting His forgiveness and life into us - to bring us to the Son!   

 

So we see through the sacraments how personal and intimate this relationship is meant to be.  When Jesus uses 

the illustration of the vine and the branches, we see exactly what He means.  He brings life into our souls as He 

connects us to himself and gives us the very forgiveness that He earned for us.  He does this through the Word 

and sacraments; the very things which generate faith in our hearts to love these connections.  This is where we 

hear of the power of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  This is where we learn of how to become connected to 

Christ in the most intimate way. 

 

II.  The vine is the source of life  

 

Think about how all of these words gain their power!  Think of how this life came to be!  Remember what the 

Vine had to do in order to be connected with the branches in the first place.  Jesus had to be ripped off from the 

Father; the Father whom He was eternally united with; the Father whom He spoke to daily through prayer; the 

Father who said time and again, “This is my Son, whom I love!”  Jesus had to be torn from this relationship in 

the awful words from the cross; when Jesus cried out and asked God “Why have you forsaken me?”  Jesus 

was divorced from His Father and abandoned; broken off from His very Self; all so that God could be reunited 

with us.  In forsaking His Son and abandoning Jesus, God found a way to plant Jesus as the Tree of Life; so that 

He could be reconnected with us; to make us not guilty; to cover us with His blood so He could call us His own.  

On the cross Jesus in fact was bathed with our sins and damned in our guilt.  He became us in the most awful 

sense of the term; so that we could become Him in the most gracious sense.  God replanted Jesus as the sole 

source of salvation in His resurrection.  This is the source from which baptism and the Lord’s Supper flow.  

These are the words that bring life to our souls.   

 

So Jesus said, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”  This was an awful thing for Jesus on the cross, but a 

beautiful thing for us.  There is no sweeter or safer place to be.  “Just stay where you are.  Stay here.  Stay with 

me.” Jesus says.  In Baptism and the Lord’s Supper Jesus GIVES us His most precious work; the only work that 

ultimately counts in God’s sight.  Jesus gives us His work of the cross; His suffering and death; His blood and 
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righteousness; His forgiveness.  All we do is have the water poured on us and the bread and wine poured into 

us; which is really no work at all; pure receiving.  Through these precious promises He produces in us His 

work; faith in Jesus as our Savior; that He is our all.  Jesus is God’s Holy Grail of salvation.  

 

You would think this would be the easiest thing in the world to do.  Come and listen.  Take and eat.  Yet the 

human heart is so restless and so thankless.  It is amazing how “bored” people become with the “same old - 

same old.”  The devil knows it.  He tells you, “You can always come back to that.  You already know Jesus well 

enough.  Come and learn of some other religions.  Come and find some other wisdom.  Listen to how the 

Hindus do it.  Learn from them.  Listen to how the Muslims believe.  Learn from them.  Expand your horizons.  

Get out from all of this liturgy and experience LIFE.”  Your employer says, “If you just put in extra hours, I can 

give you a fatter paycheck.  You will move up the corporate ladder.  Sunday mornings will have to wait.”  

When you finally have some time to yourself on the weekend you want to enjoy it to the full.  Saturday nights 

just begin at 10 o’clock at the local pub, and that just doesn’t leave room for getting up on Sunday mornings.  

Pretty soon the simple - you call it “complicated” and make it difficult.  “I just don’t have time.  I don’t get 

anything out of it.”  That which you should crave, the very body and blood of the Lord; well it becomes nothing 

but a mere ritual that you go through on Sunday morning; when you have the time to come.   

 

Why else would anyone not want to be united with Jesus’ blood and righteousness?  There are some; perhaps a 

very few in this world; who are too afraid of such an offer.  “Who am I to have the holy blood of Christ enter 

my body?”  They don’t feel worthy enough for such a thing.  Yet that is the very reason Jesus wants to keep on 

giving us Himself; because we are unworthy; because we need His forgiveness.  We need His worthiness.   

 

Inadvertently - one way or another - we can be guilty of saying to Jesus, “I don’t mind hanging out with you 

once in a while.  I’ll put your cross around my neck.  I’ll even say a prayer to you at home before I eat.  I don’t 

mind some advice from you from time to time; but I’m just not ready for you to move in with me.  I need to 

grow up a little; do my own thing; branch out on my own.”  Ah, and there it is; the word that separates us from 

Christ and His Holy Spirit; we want to branch out on our own.  Experience life by ourselves.  The same thing 

that led to Adam and Eve’s departure from the Garden; the KNOWLEDGE of good and evil.  This is not how 

Jesus designed it.  This is not how God declared it.   

 

Think of what Jesus said in John 6.  He told the disciples that He was the manna that came from heaven.  He 

told them that they had to eat his body and drink his blood to have eternal life.  That was too much for them to 

swallow.  Many disciples turned away from Him at that point.  They didn’t want to have that kind of a 

relationship with Christ.  So Jesus let them go.   

 

The sad truth is that we just can’t be alone.  Not with our sinful natures as corrupt as they are.  Not with the 

devil and his demons creeping around.  Not with all of those temptations out there on your cell phones and the 

internet; with your co-workers and even the people of this very church.  We can’t do it alone, and God doesn’t 

want you to.  The minute you think you can is the minute the devil has you right where he wants you.   

 

Peter thought he’d never fall.  He thought that out of all of the disciples he would be the most faithful, he would 

never betray Jesus.  But when he found himself all alone in the courtyard - he - the mighty and brave Peter - 

failed.  He denied that he ever knew Jesus.  All of the will power in the world didn’t save him from the 

embarrassment of that night.  He needed more than self determination. He needed God Himself to work through 
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him and in him.  So Jesus says, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”   

 

III.  There are no other sources of life besides the vine 

 

Jesus even takes it a step farther.  He puts all of the chips on the table.  He makes Himself everything in verse 6 

by saying, If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing.  Nothing.  Absolutely nothing.  Jesus gave us no morsels to chew on - no shred of dignity.  He doesn’t 

say, “Well, you get an “A” for effort.  Good try!”  Nope.  Not a thing apart from Him.   

 

This is the hardest thing for us to chew on.  The most moral and good people of our world; those who do a LOT 

for their fellow humans; they are appalled at such a sight.  They point to their works and say, “Look at the 

hospitals I have built.  Look at the people we have fed.  Look at the diseases we have treated.   We’ve done 

more than your children could ever imagine doing.”  No matter how much recognition and reward it wins in this 

life; it means nothing before the judgment seat of Christ.  Why?  Because it works against the greatest work; it 

points away from the most beautiful tree that has God’s attention; the simple and beautiful vine of the cross.  No 

matter if it’s a tall and mighty oak or a beautiful apple tree; it isn’t from the Vine; and the Vine is what the 

Gardener is concerned with.  The Vine is what is attractive to the Gardener; the Vine is how the Gardener grows 

His crop.   

 

We can’t forget the truth that God does want to grow fruit through us and in us.  His fruit - like the tiny grape - 

might seem small in comparison to the works of the world.  But that is the beauty of Christianity as well.  Jesus 

praised the widow’s mite; the tax collector’s prayer from the back of the church or those made in the privacy of 

a bedroom; the simple service of washing feet.  His commands are not to climb mountains or build monasteries 

or start revivals.  His commands are not to go out and experience life by climbing mountains and exploring the 

world.  His commands are to love your spouse, feed your children, work hard for your employer; pray for those 

who persecute you.  It’s these seemingly tiny and weak things that are precious in God’s sight.  

 

The fruit that we produce seems small and meaningless - even to us.  But when we echo our Savior’s love; 

when we do this out of thankfulness for the family God has given us; God sees that small little fruit and He 

gathers it in.  He smashes it all together and produces wonderful wine from it.  He feeds the world with the love 

of Christians that makes those who are living out in the wild want to find out where it comes from.  They want 

to taste of the source of that love.  So we bring them to the same Vine.  We show them the same cross.  This is 

one reason God connected us to the Vine in the first place.  He’s a gardener; and a Perfect One at that.  He 

wants His garden to produce beautiful and glorious fruit.   

 

Tonight we celebrate the Lord’s Supper on this Maundy Thursday, the night that Jesus instituted it.  You will 

have the opportunity and the privilege of drinking from the fruit of the Vine; the fruit of Jesus Christ Himself in 

the Lord’s Supper.  You will receive the body and blood of the Lord for the forgiveness of your sins; the most 

glorious work of all.  You will be connected with Christ Himself, in order to stay where you are, to remain in 

Him; this beautiful garden of God’s love and forgiveness and hope.  Children, look forward to the day you will 

receive it as well.  Cherish the fact that you too have been connected to the Vine of Life in your baptism.  

Continue to live in His Garden by studying the Word.   Jesus says, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”  

Amen. 


